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“Speak Out on AIDS”
The Mexico YouthForce is happy to announce the “Speak Out on AIDS Video Challenge. This will be a unique opportunity for youth not able to attend the conference to be involved and make their voices heard.
Contest Timeline: May 1st- July 1st, 2008

Contest Description:

This August the XVII International AIDS Conference (link to: www.aids2008.org) will be held in Mexico City.  Every two years this conference is held and people from all over the world meet with one another to hear about the latest scientific discoveries and effective HIV prevention resources and programs.  One of the most affected populations by HIV is youth between the ages of 15 to 24.  Youth between these ages account for more almost 40% of new HIV infections worldwide, yet many feel that this is not something that affects them.  

Youth (under the age of 30) are invited to submit videos between 30 seconds to 2 minutes on their thoughts on how HIV/AIDS affects you and/or your community? Is it something that you think about?  If you could attend the International AIDS Conference what would you want your message to be?  This is your opportunity to speak out and have your voice heard.  

Contest Rules:
1. Submissions must be shot with a digital video camera or a webcam. 
2. Entries must be completely original and independently produced
3. Maximum running time of submitted films is 3 minutes.
4. Once your movie is entered into the contest, you give permission for the movie to be used by the Mexico YouthForce. This may include use on the Youth 2008 AIDS Web site (www.youthaids2008.org) and in the Youth Pavilion at the XVII International AIDS Conference.
5. The closing date for entries is 1st July 2008
6. Winners will be selected by a panel of three judges.
7. Winners will be officially announced one week after the contest ends.
8. Questions about the contest can be sent to mediamyf@gmail.com. Contestants must also submit biographical information as well as the title of their entry to this email address.
9. The decision of the panel of judges is final and should be regarded with respect and cordiality.
 

Criteria
1. Technicality (Cinematography, Audio, Editing)
2. Creativity (Originality, style, direction)
3. Overall Content

Prizes:

The top five videos will be shown at the Youth Pre-Conference and will also be showcased at the Youth Pavilion and on the Youth AIDS site.  In addition, the winner of the contest will have their video shown on an up-coming episode of Breakout (Canadian Broadcasting Corporation).

Additional prizes will include digital cameras for the top three videos.

About Mexico YouthForce:

The Mexico YouthForce, a continuation of previous Youth Forces at the International AIDS Conferences in Toronto, Bangkok and Barcelona, is a coalition of youth-led and/or youth-serving HIV/AIDS organizations who are working to empower young delegates and promote youth participation around HIV/AIDS before, during and after the XVII Mexico City International AIDS Conference.  To learn more about the YouthForce please click here (link to: http://youthaids2008.org/en/about/background.html) 

